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QUESTIONS FOR MELBOURNE LORD MAYORAL CANDIDATES



1. Surveys indicate that of motorised travel into the CBD, 85% is by public transport and 15% by car.  Non-motorised travel is also popular, with a sizeable number of people walking or cycling to the city.  How do you view the place of the different transport modes, and what will you do as mayor to ensure the CBD maintains its premier role as a travel destination?


It’s time for a street level transport plan that improves traffic flow and reinstates city safety. Our plan will consider physical separation of bike lanes, efficient tram movement between new tram termini and measures to increase car flow along designated streets.

Swanston Street has among the highest foot traffic flow of any main street in the world. For too long it has been the boulevard of compromise.  With separated bike and tram lanes, investment in flora and footpaths and incentives for quality retail and hospitality businesses, we will ensure Swanston Street reaches its potential as one of the world’s great boulevards.

With complicated turns and high accident risk, taxi drivers are deserting Swanston Street. We will work with the Victorian Taxi Directorate to investigate major supervised taxi ranks on other roads as part of a broader city taxi plan. With our experience in city retail, we will also work with retailers to find the best solution on safe delivery vehicle access. We will invest in enhanced use of footpath space and provide incentives for a quality mix of street level business. 

We will install barriers to separate cycling and tram lanes and we will extend of Swanston Walk to Victorian Street creating an even more vibrant student precinct around RMIT. We already have in-principle support from RMIT.

Team Melbourne backs the call for massive State investment in public transport to drive the shift to low emission commuting. We will contribute to a new era in sustainable transport with 50km on defined bike lanes and research to improve traffic flow in the city.

Council is not responsible for public transport but we will demand, loud and clear and in collaboration with business and resident groups, to get the public transport system up to speed.

I also ask your organisation to consider what has been achieved over the past term under independent Council leadership. We’ve constructed kilometres of bike lanes. We’ve pushed ahead despite resistance from ministers of the State with the Copenhagen model and we’ve invested in promotional material to support public transport and bicycle commuting. Our own efforts to get City staff to make the switch have been very successful.

2. What is your position on the recommendations of the Eddington report - specifically on the $8 billion east-west road tunnel and the $7 billion rail tunnel from Footscray to Caulfield?  Is the East-West Link Needs Assessment overall an adequate response to the transport needs of Melbourne?

I am focused on improving the City of Melbourne. I will actively oppose any development that negatively impacts civic amenity for residents and small business owners in the municipality. I will support development that can be shown, via independent assessment, to improve our city.

I do not support the Eddington tunnel. I oppose the usage of parkland for building works or the exiting of tunnels. I will not allow the State Government to interfere with the amenity of residents.

I believe that ultimately a solution needs to be found for East west and north south traffic  and that needs to be done in consultation with the community
3. Tram travel is an integral part of life in central Melbourne, but our trams suffer more delays than in almost every other city in the world, particularly within the City of Melbourne boundaries.  What measures will you help pursue as mayor to reduce tram delays?

I will:

· Explore the development of tram termini at entries to the city between which trams would ‘shuttle’ on an even timeframe. It could end the bank up of trams we so often see on Swanston Street.

· End all car, taxi and bus traffic on Swanston Walk
· Consider traffic flow through the city – we need to change our view of commuting and that may mean bicycle only streets and changes to parking in the narrower streets.

· Advocate for major and immediate investment from the State government in making transport efficient, safe, uncrowded and attractive. 

4. What is your vision for Swanston Street?  What do you see as its successes and problems, and what will you do as mayor to build on or address these?

Swanston Street has among the highest foot traffic flow of any main street in the world. For too long it has been the boulevard of compromise.  With separated bike and tram lanes, investment in flora and footpaths and incentives for quality retail and hospitality businesses, we will ensure Swanston Street reaches its potential as one of the world’s great boulevards.

With complicated turns and high accident risk, taxi drivers are deserting Swanston Street. We will work with the Victorian Taxi Directorate to investigate major supervised taxi ranks on other roads as part of a broader city taxi plan. With our experience in city retail, we will also work with retailers to find the best solution on safe delivery vehicle access. We will invest in enhanced use of footpath space and provide incentives for a quality mix of street level business. 

We will install barriers to separate cycling and tram lanes and we will extend of Swanston Walk to Victorian Street creating an even more vibrant student precinct around RMIT. We already have in-principle support from RMIT.

We will not, as Robert Doyle will, turn Swanston Street back into a main road.

5. What is your view on the appropriate amount and cost of car parking in the CBD?  What actions do you propose in regard to car parking in the municipality?

I do not view affordable car parking as incompatible with efficient public transport.  I also think, until the State government fixes the public system, people will use cars. Central Melbourne is the state’s number one retail and entertainment destination. People from across the state use the city every day.

The focus should be on traffic flow and safety. That’s why we’ll undertake the street level transport plan.

We will continue to work with public transport companies to promote PT in our municipality.

We will also work with Bicycle Victoria to improve the attractiveness and safety of bicycles as an alternative transport option, with an aim to reduce usage of cars for daily commuting.


6. Given many aspects of transport policy are outside local government control, how do you plan to work with and/or influence the State Government, other local councils, and other stakeholders in support of your vision?

We still have control over the roads, lanes and streets in our municipality. We also have the capacity to promote alternative transport options. 

During my past term we have accommodated the requests of users and transport companies to install safety measures.

We convened the Metropolitan Mayors Forum at which transport was a key discussion point between all Mayors leading to an action plan. Last year we led the Council of Capital City Lord Mayors and used that position to advocate for investment in transport.

I have advocated very strongly for improvements to public transport, working with community groups and representatives. The City has invested in research to form transport policies to influence state government. This needs to be sustained and I am confident we will prevail.

Do you think a Brumby backed Labor Mayor will back the call for investment in public transport? 
