QUESTIONS FOR MELBOURNE LORD MAYORAL CANDIDATES

Surveys indicate that of motorised travel into the CBD, 85% is by public transport and 15% by car.  Non-motorised travel is also popular, with a sizeable number of people walking or cycling to the city.  How do you view the place of the different transport modes, and what will you do as mayor to ensure the CBD maintains its premier role as a travel destination?

We will campaign for improvements to public transport to meet a goal of 90 per cent of all work trips to the city being by public transport, bikes or walking by 2020.

What is your position on the recommendations of the Eddington report - specifically on the $8 billion east-west road tunnel and the $7 billion rail tunnel from Footscray to Caulfield?  Is the East-West Link Needs Assessment overall an adequate response to the transport needs of Melbourne?

With respect to the overall transport system the EWLNA alone does not fix all the problems. Our three priorities are; as a first priority we need improved public transport and cycling connections to achieve a goal of 90 per cent of all work trips to the CBD by public transport, bikes and walking by 2020. As a second priority a better taxi service by creating more Safe City cab ranks with free taxi call facilities and lighting. A third priority is improved east west connections for freight and other traffic is, but not at the expense of our parks (ie: JJ Holland Park) or public transport in the short or long term.
 Tram travel is an integral part of life in central Melbourne, but our trams suffer more delays than in almost every other city in the world, particularly within the City of Melbourne boundaries.  What measures will you help pursue as mayor to reduce tram delays?

As the City of Melbourne does not control all the factors that impact on tram’s speed there is no one single answer other than a street by street assessment of each thing that slows a tram down and the development of a detailed plan that outlines what each agency can do to remove blockages.
 What is your vision for Swanston Street?  What do you see as its successes and problems, and what will you do as mayor to build on or address these?

The biggest failure of Swanston Street is that haphazard decision making over the past 20 years has resulted in no one really knowing what it is anymore or who can use it. Swanston Street is the cities central axis and should be a continuation of the wonderful boulevard that we have in St Kilda Road. It does not need to have regular traffic reintroduced 24 hours a day but it could be cleaner, safer and more attractive. We should learn from what we have done with the laneways and apply it to Swanston St. With that aim in mind the city needs to work with all the stakeholders to ensure we can achieve that aim.
What is your view on the appropriate amount and cost of car parking in the CBD?  What actions do you propose in regard to car parking in the municipality?

The idea of increased taxation of car parks has been shown to be an ineffective tool to reduce traffic congestion. Rather we need to increase and improve transport options, including public transport, to make alternatives more than attractive than driving a car. 
We do need to substantially increase the opportunities for bike parking and introduce end of ride amenities to increase the attractiveness of cycling.

However, we should not forget that for some people driving is a necessity. For example, public transport or bicycle riding may not always be acceptable for families with young children or people with a disability. In the pursuit of promoting transport options, our team is very conscious of not adding additional burdens to people in our society with limited choices.
Given many aspects of transport policy are outside local government control, how do you plan to work with and/or influence the State Government, other local councils, and other stakeholders in support of your vision?
The City of Melbourne has a leadership role and to be effective in this role requires a team that has the experience and networks to effect change. As a former Deputy Lord Mayor, Deputy President of VECCI, chair of the comedy festival for seven years from 2000 and as Deputy President of the Board of Museums Victoria I have the experience and networks to achieve change for the city. Additionally my team comes from a range of different political backgrounds which means we will put Melbourne first.
On behalf of Peter McMullin’s Melbourne’s Future team.

