
Cont… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hon Kevin Rudd MP 
Prime Minister 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
 
15 July 2008 
 
Dear Prime Minister 
 

OPEN LETTER – AN EFFECTIVE AND SUSTAINABLE RESPONSE TO RISING FUEL PRICES 
 
Australians are becoming more and more worried about the cost of petrol. Until now many of us have acted as 
if petrol would always be cheap and abundant, however it is becoming increasingly clear that this is not the 
case. We must now reassess our transport options, and look at how we can use energy more efficiently. The 
time is ripe for real solutions like fast, frequent, reliable and accessible public transport. 
 
It is clear that global oil supply cannot keep up with projected growth in demand, and this can only mean 
higher and higher oil prices. Rather than debating responses that only offer minor and temporary relief at best, 
such as reducing the cost of fuel, we need to find ways to reduce our need for petrol and support those who 
are genuinely most vulnerable. 
 
We also know that we must confront the threat of runaway climate change, and that time is fast running out if 
we are to ensure a safe climate for our children. Because of climate change we cannot afford the cost of dirty 
fuels like shale oil or coal-to-liquid fuel. Our nation's energy security must be based on reducing our energy 
needs, underpinned by the provision of real and lasting transport alternatives. 
 
A big part of the answer is public transport. Many families living outside the centres of our cities are forced to 
own and use multiple cars at great expense because public transport services are currently inadequate. The 
vast majority would like to play a part in reducing emissions and cut fuel costs but are reluctant to use public 
transport services that are too slow, have long waiting times and are unreliable. If public transport services 
were improved to provide a time-competitive alternative to car use, many people would be able to change their 
mode of transport, and escape rising petrol prices. 
 
This would not just save a few cents per litre, but the full cost of petrol and tolls. With viable alternatives, many 
households would no longer need a second or third car, and could also save on registration, insurance, 
interest and other fixed costs. Instead of saving a dollar or two a week with slightly cheaper petrol, Australian 
families could save thousands of dollars each year while also reducing congestion and greenhouse gas 
pollution. 
 
Mr Rudd, we ask your government to take urgent steps to invest in expanding the reach and quality of public 
transport in urban, regional and rural Australia. We ask you to work together with State and Territory 
governments to provide better quality public transport services that will provide a real alternative to the car. In 
closing we also ask you to ensure that Australian families and the climate do not have to wait too long. 
 
Signed 
 
 
Jim Donovan, 
Secretary, 
Action for Public Transport (NSW) 
 

 

Cate Faehrmann, 
Executive Director, 
Nature Conservation Council NSW 
 

 
 

Clover Moore MP, 
Member for Sydney 
 



c/o Public Transport Users Association, 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne  VIC  3000                  

Thanasis Avramis, 
President, 
People for Public Transport (SA) 
 

 
 
 

Julie Pettett, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Conservation Council of SA 
 

 

Dr Jennifer Bonham, 
Geography & Environmental 
Studies, 
University of Adelaide 

Sustainable Transport Coalition 
WA 

Susan Liddicoat, 
Acting Director, 
Conservation Council of WA 
 

 
 
 

Prof Peter Newman, 
Professor of Sustainability, 
Curtin University 

Tristan Peach, 
Treasurer, 
Community Action for Sustainable 
Transport (Qld) 
 

 
 
 

Toby Hutcheon, 
Executive Director, 
Queensland Conservation 
 

 

Greg Bourne, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
WWF-Australia 
 

 

Brett Solomon, 
Executive Director, 
GetUp! 
 

 

Phill Pullinger, 
Convenor, 
Environment Tasmania 
 

 
 
 

Cam Walker, 
Friends of the Earth Australia 
 

 

Daniel Bowen, 
President, 
Public Transport Users Association 
(Vic) 
 

 

Kelly O'Shanassy, 
Chief Executive, 
Environment Victoria 
 

 
 
 

Cath Smith, 
Executive Director, 
Victorian Council of Social Service 
 

 

Cr Jackie Fristacky, 
Chair, 
Metropolitan Transport Forum (Vic) 
 

 
 

COOLmob, 
Environment Centre NT 
 

 

Prof David Shearman, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Doctors for the Environment 
Australia 
 

 

Victor Isaacs, 
Spokesman, 
ACT Transit Group 

Genevieve Wauchope, 
Acting Executive Director, 
Conservation Council, ACT Region 
 

 
 

Damien Haas, 
Chair, 
ACT Light Rail Coalition 
 

 
Cr Mick Van De Vreede, 
Chair, 
Eastern Transport Coalition (Vic) 

Greenpeace Australia Pacific 
 

 
 

Assoc Prof Michael Buxton, 
Environment & Planning, 
RMIT University 

Cairns Action for Sustainable 
Transport 

Dr Garry Glazebrook, 
Faculty of Design, Architecture and 
Building, 
University of Technology, Sydney 

Dr Paul Mees, 
Senior lecturer in transport 
planning, 
RMIT University  


