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GOVERNMENT DUMPS BENDIGO REGION IN FAST RAIL DEBACLE

The Castlemaine-based rail lobby, BRAG, will be joined by Bendigo BRAG and community representatives from further down the Line in a public meeting on the steps of the Mount Alexander Shire Offices in Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine on Monday, March 7 at 12.30pm. 
 
The event coincides with the Community Cabinet meeting that day in Castlemaine, at the same time as the Government contractor, John Holland, races to rip up the old second track and ‘single’ the Line north of Kyneton. BRAG has had no response to its request for a meeting with Cabinet to present its case.
 
One of the BRAG organizers, David Cunningham explained: 
 
The so-called Fast Rail Project is a tragedy. The government has wasted a chance to greatly improve the Bendigo Line within its $200 million budget. But in fact we’ll get an inferior, slower and less reliable Line. The money should have been spent in the metropolitan area where the real problems are, and the double track retained. People need to know that not only is the Line to be singled, but the track positioned so as to thwart future reduplication. This is despite Bendigo being an identified Growth Corridor and despite the government’s claim to promote a shift from the car to public transport.

 

The March 7 meeting aims to give and receive feedback on the status of the rail project, notably the recently released draft timetable, and to co-ordinate a community response.
 

Further information:

David Cunningham: 5472 4478;  Laurie Whelan: 0417 114 921

Andrew McLean: 5423 2022 (AH) Angela Munro: 0429 355 474

